
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE POLICY, MANAGEMENT AND 

FINANCE COMMITTEE OF THE WANTAGE TOWN COUNCIL 

                                    HELD IN THE BEACON, PORTWAY, WANTAGE,  

                                         ON MONDAY, 19 JUNE 2017, AT 7.30 P.M. 

 
Committee Members present: Councillor C S Dickson (Chairman) 

Councillors A Crawford (part), Mrs CEC Dickson, J C Goodman,  

Mrs M Gradwell, Mrs J T Hannaby, K A Harris, Mrs J E Nunn-Price (part),  

Major J Sibbald and S Trinder (part). 

 

Others present:              Wantage (not just) Betjeman Literary Festival – Mrs V Luker and  

Mrs J Snewin 

One member of the public (part). 

 

Town Clerk:    Mr W P Falkenau. 

 

 Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss K Gill, E C Goldsmith, B Mabbett,  

C McCarthy, P O’Leary and Mrs J Reynolds. Councillor Mrs Nunn-Price had given apologies for 

her late arrival. 

 

 Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary and other Interests 

 
Councillor Mrs Hannaby declared an interest in item 2 b) being a member of the managing 

committee. 

 

Minutes of Meeting held on 6 February 2017 

 

The minutes were approved and signed. 

 

 1. Statements and Questions from the Public 

 

 None.  

 

2.   Briefings by applicants for donations and grants 

 
a) Wantage Flower Club 

 

The club had withdrawn its application. 

 

b) Wantage (not just) Betjeman Literary Festival 

 

Mrs Luker reported on the Festival events being held this year.  

 

Councillors Crawford and Trinder arrived. 

 

Mrs Luker and Mrs Snewin gave a briefing in support of the application for £864 to cover the cost of 

providing school sessions to inspire children to be creative and enjoy reading and writing.  

 

They were thanked for the briefing and left the meeting. 

  

3. Matters Arising 

 
a) Update on health survey 

 

Work was proceeding on analysing and categorising the responses to the questions that required 

comments. The Clerk was to proceed with the calling of a meeting of the Health Sub-Committee. 

          Action: Clerk 
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b) Update on training 

 

The Deputy Clerk had recently attended two courses provided by the OALC and was due to attend 

another one later in the month. The Clerk had distributed details of future OALC courses. Any 

councillor wishing to attend one of these was to advise the Clerk. 

 

c) Update on investment and banking arrangements 

 
The Clerk had contacted the OALC/NALC with a view to getting a recommendation for an 

independent financial adviser. They were unable to assist and suggested contacting Abingdon Town 

Council to see who it used. The Clerk hadn’t received a response to his enquiry. The Town Council 

currently had accounts with two banks that would safeguard £150,000 of its reserves in the event of 

a bank collapse. It was felt that the risk should be spread further by opening an account with another 

bank. 

 

ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Goodman 

 SECONDED BY Councillor Mrs Hannaby 

IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that the Council open an account with a third bank, not 

associated with the ones where the Council currently holds its funds.  Action: Clerk 

 

        

MANAGEMENT AND FINANCE 

 

4. Minutes of Wantage and Grove Joint Economic Forum meeting held on 6 April 2017 

 
 The minutes were noted. 

 

5. Minutes of Youth Town Council meetings held on 24 April 2017 and 15 May 2017. 

 

The minutes were noted. 

 

6. Review of financial regulations and review of the effectiveness of the Council’s system of 

internal control with regard to the internal audit 

 
The Clerk’s email dated 14 June 2017 was noted. He advised that it was the responsibility of each 

councillor to determine whether the Town Council’s system of internal control was suitable. Internal 

audit was only part of the range of information that councillors needed to consider in achieving 

assurance. Other items such as financial statements and accounts for payment were part of the range. 

These matters should be covered within the Council’s Financial Regulations. It was the Council’s 

policy to review the regulations every two years. It was agreed that a working party comprising 

Councillors Crawford, Goodman, Mrs Nunn-Price and the Clerk be established to conduct the 

review and report back with recommendations.  The Clerk was to progress this. 

          Action: Clerk 

 

7. Request from Faringdon Town Council to contribute to the cost of the Access All Areas 

sessions 

 
 It was agreed not to contribute to the sessions held in Faringdon. It was felt that sessions offered by 

Beatbox in Wantage should be suitable for those from Wantage attending sessions in Faringdon, and 

if not, should be.  
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8.  Proposition to set a budget of £1,500 per annum to provide toilet facilities (Mobiloo) for the 

disabled at town events 

 
 There had been a request at the Town Electorate meeting that that a toilet facility for the seriously 

disabled be provided in the town centre. Whilst this would require longer term consideration, there 

was a proposal to provide a mobile unit for town events. 

 

ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Trinder 

 SECONDED BY Councillor Goodman 

IT WAS RESOLVED to set a budget of £1,500 to provide toilet facilities (Mobiloo) for the disabled 

at town events (to include the cost for the recent Carnival and coming Armed Forces Day events). 

 

It was agreed that for future events the decision on whether to provide the facility at an event be 

delegated to the Town Mayor, the Chairman of this committee and the Clerk in consultation. 

 

9. Proposition to set a budget/reserve of £6,000 to support the provision of a local bus service 

provided by the Independent Advice Centre. 

 
 The Independent Advice Centre (IAC) had been sounded out about managing a local bus service 

using the County Council’s Comet service. There were many details to be settled before the scheme 

could progress. For further work to be undertaken by IAC there was a need to secure a commitment 

from the Town Council towards the cost of a trial.  

 

 Councillor Mrs Nunn-Price arrived. 

 

ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Major Sibbald 

 SECONDED BY Councillor Goodman 

IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED to put aside a budget of £6,000 so that the parties can 

proceed to work up a more detailed scheme. 

 

There was a possibility that if the scheme could accommodate bus passes, funding could be derived 

from this.  

  

10. Requests for donations and grants 
 

a) Wantage Flower Club 

 

Application withdrawn. 

 

b) Wantage (not just) Betjeman Literary Festival 

 

Councillor Mrs Hannaby left the meeting for this item. 

 

ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Major Sibbald 

 SECONDED BY Councillor Mrs Dickson 

IT WAS RESOLVED to make a donation of £1,000 towards the cost of the school and family 

events. 

 

11. Accounts for payment 
 

It was noted that payments to CD Associates were reimbursements of charges incurred. The Clerk 

was to amend the ‘description’ to reflect this.     Action: Clerk 
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ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Goodman 

 SECONDED BY Councillor Mrs Dickson 

IT WAS RESOLVED that accounts for payment in the sum of £52,201.27 (attached) be approved. 

 

Confidential Items 

 
ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Major Sibbald 

SECONDED BY the Chairman 

IT WAS RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it 

was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded, and they were 

instructed to withdraw. 

 

12. General correspondence 

13. To sign the confidential minutes of the minutes held on 20 March 2017 and matters arising. 
 

ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Major Sibbald 

SECONDED BY the Chairman 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the resolutions made in confidential session be adopted. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.55 p.m. 

     --------------------------- 
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