
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE POLICY, MANAGEMENT AND 
FINANCE COMMITTEE OF THE WANTAGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN  

THE BEACON, PORTWAY, WANTAGE, ON MONDAY, 28 JANUARY 2019, AT 7.50 P.M. 
 

Committee Members present: Councillor C S Dickson (Chairman). 
Councillors A Crawford, Mrs CEC Dickson, Miss K Gill, J A Goodman,  
Mrs M Gradwell, Mrs J T Hannaby, K A Harris, B Mabbett,  
Mrs J E Nunn-Price, Mrs J Reynolds, D Richardson, Major J Sibbald  
and S Trinder.  
 

Others present: Mr Procter of Jigsaw Stage Productions (up to item 47). 
 
Town Clerk:    W P Falkenau. 
 
 
 Apologies for Absence 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors C McCarthy and P O’Leary.  
 
 Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary and other Interests 
 

None. 
 

Minutes of Meeting held on 5 November 2018 
 
 The minutes were approved and signed. 

 
46. Statements and Questions from the Public 
 
 None. 
 
47. Briefings by applicants for donations and grants 
 

a) Jigsaw Stage Productions 
 

Mr Procter briefed the Committee on the forthcoming stage production at The Beacon. He was seeking 
a donation of £1000 towards costs of over £10,000. Mr Procter was thanked for his briefing and he left 
the meeting. 

  
48. Matters arising from the minutes 
 

a) Update on actions from S106 Sub-committee 
 

The Chairman reported on a meeting with Mrs Bolton of the District Council who was responsible for 
S106 matters. It had been agreed that S106 contributions could be used to support operating costs for 
community organisations rather than solely capital projects. A new form had been issued to cover the 
changed requirement. 
 
b) Health Sub-committee  

 
The Town Mayor was to arrange a meeting of the Sub-committee as soon as possible. The time of this 
would be dependent on the availability of Dr Davies of the Newbury Street Practice and of Grove Parish 
Councillors.         Action: McCarthy 
 
c) CCTV project 
 
It had previously been agreed that the advice of Thames Valley Police would be sought. The Chairman 
agreed to seek a meeting with representatives of the Police.   Action: Chairman 
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POLICY 
  
49. To consider proposed meeting schedule for 2019/20 

 
The meeting schedule was considered. Councillors had been invited to the Institution of the Reverend 
Philip Wells as Vicar of Wantage on the evening of 25 March. This clashed with the Promotion, 
Communications and Events Committee meeting. It was agreed that the Committee meeting be moved 
to follow the Policy, Management and Finance Committee meeting on 18 March 2019. It was agreed 
that the meeting schedule, as amended, be adopted. 

 
50. To consider the effectiveness of internal controls and the appointment of a new internal auditor – 

see Clerk’s memorandum dated 23 January 2019 
 
 The Clerk’s memorandum was noted. Following the retirement and resignation of Mr Symes as the 

Council’s appointed internal auditor, the Clerk had made enquiries with two prospective internal 
auditors, Mr Kevin Rose of IAC Audit and Consultancy Limited and Mr Philip Hood of Arrow 
Accounting. Councillors had been forwarded information from each of these. Mr Rose estimated a cost 
in the region of £700 for audit services and Mr Hood estimated a figure of £900. Availability to conduct 
the audit to fit in with the Council’s timetable could be an issue. 

 
 ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Dickson 

SECONDED BY Councillor Mrs Nunn-Price 
IT WAS RESOLVED to recommend to the Council that it appoint Mr Rose as internal auditor for 
2018/19, subject to him being able to undertake the work in the required timescale and if he was unable 
to do so, Mr Hood to be appointed. This was unanimously approved. 
 
There was a need for the Council to consider whether its internal controls were adequate. The 
Committee reviewed a copy of page 4 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Annual 
Governance Statement) and considered questions 1-8. The Committee agreed that they could give an 
affirmative response to all the questions raised. 

 
51. Annual review of Council’s Risk Assessment – see Clerk’s memorandum dated 23 January 2019 
 

The Risk Assessment from 2018 was regarded as acceptable. Under the section concerning Data 
Protection, it was agreed that wording referring to GDPR should be added. Action: Clerk 
 
Subject to this amendment, it was agreed that the Risk Assessment be referred to the full Council for 
approval. For the future it was suggested that an additional column be added to indicate what change in 
impact might be experienced by pursuit of mitigations detailed under the column ‘Staff Action’. It was 
agreed that this be referred to the new Council after May for its consideration. Action: Clerk 

 
52. To consider amendment to paragraph 9 b) of Standing Orders – see Clerk’s memorandum dated 

23 January 2019 
 
 The Clerk’s memorandum was noted. These matters had been discussed at the Town Council meeting 

that preceded this meeting. Standing Orders required that any changes to them be referred to a full 
Council meeting as a special resolution.  

  
 ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Major Sibbald 

SECONDED BY Councillor Mrs Nunn-Price 
IT WAS RESOLVED that the change to Standing Orders proposed by the Clerk be referred to the next 
Council meeting as a special resolution.      Action: Clerk 
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53. To consider response to the District Council’s Draft Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
Spending Strategy 

  
 Councillor Mabbett declared a non-pecuniary interest as a member of the District Council Committee 

that had determined the proposed strategy. 
 
 The proposed distribution of the CIL funds, after the amount allocated to the parish councils was noted. 

The Town Council had not determined the policy for the use of its own CIL receipts. It was agreed that 
this should be referred to the S106 Sub-committee for it to consider. The Clerk was to arrange a 
meeting.         Action: Clerk 
 

54.  Arrangements for Annual Town Electorate meeting on 25 March 2019 
 

It was agreed that the arrangements for this year’s meeting should be the same as for last year, but with 
more publicity being given to encourage the public to attend.   Action: Clerk 

 
55. To consider minutes of Youth Town Council meeting held on 21 January 2019 
 

The minutes were noted. The Youth Town Council had agreed to make a donation of £1500 to 
Sweatbox to cover the cost of hiring facilities at the Leisure Centre. 
 
It was noted that Councillor Goodman had resigned as a Youth Town Councillor on the day after the 
meeting. The Committee expressed its thanks to him for his work. It was noted that elections for a new 
Youth Town Council were due to proceed in March and that there was not a need to seek a replacement 
for Councillor Goodman before this. 

  
MANAGEMENT AND FINANCE 
             
56. Accounts for Payment 
 

It was noted that the Accounts for Payment included a reimbursement to Mr Winch in the sum of 
£1,344 for the purchase of a market trolley. He had not received prior authorisation to purchase the 
trolley. It was agreed that he should be reimbursed, but that purchases without authorisation should not 
happen again. 

 
ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Mrs Dickson 
SECONDED BY Councillor Mabbett 
IT WAS RESOLVED that Accounts for Payment in the sum of £63,380.82 be approved (attached). 

        
57. General correspondence 
 

None. 
 

Confidential Items 
 

ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Dickson 
SECONDED BY Councillor Goodman 
IT WAS RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it 
was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded. 

 
58. To consider donation requests 
 

a) Jigsaw Stage Productions 
 

Councillor Crawford left the meeting for this item due to his daughter being a participant in this 
production. 
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ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Mabbett 
SECONDED BY Councillor Mrs Hannaby 
IT WAS RESOLVED that a donation of £1000 be given to Jigsaw Stage Productions. 

 
59. To consider NALC Salary Award recommendations for 2019/2020 
 

The attached schedule prepared by the Clerk was considered. The NALC was recommending that the 
scales rates be increased by 2 to 2.44% from 1 April 2019. The Clerk had also suggested changes that 
might be applicable to others, following the increase in the national living wage rate from 1 April 2019. 
 
ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Dickson 
SECONDED BY Councillor Mrs Nunn-Price 
IT WAS RESOLVED that the changes detailed in the attached schedule be approved. 
 
The meeting came out of confidential session. 
 

The meeting closed at 8.54 p.m. 
 
     ------------------------------ 
 
WPF/ME 
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